
Email Re: Transphobic event at Portobello library

Emails:
Ash.Regan.msp@parliament.scot
sue.webber.msp@parliament.scot
Lorna.Slater.msp@parliament.scot
Alison.Johnstone.msp@parliament.scot
Foysol.Choudhury.msp@parliament.scot
Miles.Briggs.msp@parliament.scot
sarah.boyack.msp@parliament.scot
Jeremy.Balfour.msp@parliament.scot

Dear [XXX}

My name is XXXX and I’m a resident in Portobello. I live on INSERT ADDRESS. I
am writing to you to seek some advice regarding increasing transphobia in
Portobello. I’m particularly concerned about a transphobic event that is being held
in the local library that has gained national media attention.
[https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/parents-get-bill-for-security-before-gender-talk
-at-library-668qnbmj9] I have serious concerns about the safety of counter
protestors and library staff.

Background:
- stickers, chalking and posters to spread misinformation about trans rights, trans
lives and trans healthcare have been regular features around the local area. Groups
have worked hard to remove these and the police made aware.
- before the final GRR voting stage, a group misleadingly held a ‘women’s rights’
campaigning pop up on the prom, again spreading misinformation and inciting
hatred. Police were also informed .
- The targeting of local schools by gender critic Maggie Mellon, who circulated
leaflets spreading dangerous misinformation about trans children and an invitation
to a transphobic debate about trans children. This included direct leafleting at the
school gates of Towerbank Primary. Local police attended the school, Green
Councillor Alys Mumford has been supportive in actions taken to safeguard
families and the event due to be held at Wash House community centre was
cancelled due to overwhelming public outcry.

The event at the Wash House has now been rebooked by the local Labour
councillor for Ward 17 into Portobello Library. The speaker at the event is Maggie
Mellon who is using her social media platforms to spread fear and hatred. She
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regularly engages online with Posie Parker, whose recently rallies involved
attendance from far right groups and material included reading passages from
Mein Kampf.

Despite strong opposition, the library are unable to cancel this event and the
council have required the organisers to comply with safety guidelines in order for it
to go ahead. Please find my response to the library attached below, outlining my
concerns that this is not enough to prevent potential hate crimes against trans
individuals in our area.

Go Fund Me have suspended the crowdfunder being used to fund providing
private security for the event due to misleading event descriptions. This event has
been framed as an open discussion but tickets are being returned for anyone
LGBT/ believed not to hold the same views being shared. Similar crowd funders
have been blocked by LGB Alliance by such platforms as they’ve been found to be
harmful to local communities.

I am writing to ask if there are any actions you can advise or support to prevent
this event setting a precedent for more transphobic events in Portobello. The
action of the councillor particularly concerns me. Requests have been made for a
better understanding of booking procedures and due diligence for publicly funded
spaces but such things take time and the event takes place on the 14th March.
Counter protests are being organised and with private security due to be used by
organisers, I have a lot of concerns about public safety. Information has already
been shared on the Go Fund Me page that there are intentions to approach
protestors to circulate inflammatory leaflets. I also feel very upset for library staff
being placed in this position when they are such an incredible source of support in
the community, especially LGBT+ groups and individuals,

Any help would be appreciated.

Yours Sincerely,
NAME

Copy of library complaint FYI:

I would like to immediately escalate my complaint to stage 2 of the complaints procedure.
The procedure for this requires me to outline my exact complaint and the outcomes that I
am looking for so please find this below.

Complaint: This event endangers the safety of local trans individuals and library staff.
Indirectly it endangers the wider safety of the UK trans community by allowing a groups of
known gender critics to grow their transphobic networks and expand the platforms they
use to spread misinformation, hate and fuel a moral panic that will further restrict the
access of trans youth to affirming care. I do not believe that requirements placed on the



organisers are likely to protect trans people living locally from the threat this event poses
to safety. I also feel library staff are being placed at the centre of something that is going
to impact their ability to continue the great work they have done to support the local
community, in particular, the LGBT+ community.

Outcomes:

1. The cancellation of this event.
2. A copy of the guidelines for making this a safe event that the organisers have been
asked to comply with to be made public.
3. A summary of how the organisers will be held to the guidelines (will there be council
staff present and if so, who?).
4. In the short term, confirmation of whether these guidelines include specific provision
for the personal safety of peaceful protesters, especially trans protesters, at the event.
5. A timely response to freedom of information request 41281 into the specifics of any
due diligence procedures that were followed when approving the booking of this event.


